5. Luke 1:80 Bonus: The Nile

4. Proverbs
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Waysto Enrich Y our Thanksgiving Celebration

Too often holidays come and go like a tropical storm. Early in the season names are given to anticipated hurricanes.
When they begin to tir in the Atlantic Ocean we are forewarned of their coming and are told to prepare. We are
constantly updated by forecasters and as the storm comes nearer to our shores we begin to believe it will affect us and we
do something about it. Likewise the same is true about preparing for special holidays like Thanksgiving and Christmas.

Our calendars already name the holidays and set the dates. The advertising on radio, TV and other media bombard us with
“warnings’ that the season is approaching and they subliminally create an urgency to prepare by purchasing ahead of
time. (It seems to me that we hear about Christmas before school startsin September.) After awhile we get so tired of the
commercials that we get tired of the specia holiday before it gets here; hence my writing on this subject.

In hindsight, we realize al the opportunities we missed to pass down and create memories with our kids and grandkids.
Family reunions are becoming like dinosaurs and family values and traditions are being eroded and replaced by hi-tech
game boxes and politically correct ethnicity. The one constant, that has remained in tact for the most part, is stories of the
Bible played out and shared in Christian churches al over the world since the first century A.D. Why not protect these
stories and values by passing them down to others. Here are some suggestions to put into practice beginning this month
and every chance you have to celebrate a special event (birthday, anniversary, holiday and even a“going home” party of a
loved one).

Createa“Top Ten” ligt of reasons to be thankful for our country/family/ church/the particular holiday.

Read and talk about related Bible story or Bible character(s); for example, Luke 17:11-17. The story of the 10
lepers-one said, “thank you Jesus’, the other nine didn’t.

Play a Thanksgiving ABC' s game. (That isthe first thing children are taught). Using flashcards as each letter is held
up, thefirst person to think of something to thank God for, beginning with that letter, wins a point. After al the lettersare
shown tally the points and award a prize.

Revisit the story of the pilgrims who came to America and
celebrated their arrival and blessings of God with a Thanksgiving
feast. Children are not taught this in school nowadays. Then pass on
some of your own family traditions from years past.

- Bake some “Thank you's’. Make a list of people who have

provided some specia services for you and your family (postal

carrier, hairstylist, teacher, mechanic, etc.). Then spend an

afternoon or Saturday baking some cookies, cupcakes, etc.,

wrap them up and attach a homemade thank you card (include a

Bible verse) and deliver them as afamily.

There may be many more ideas you can think of but enrich your
Thanksgiving celebration by praising God first. Read Psalm 104 and
remember God loves you and so do I.

Together in His Service

Pastor Jim Blair



Sunday, November 2nd we will be remembering our Saints who have gone on to serve in glory: Gertrude Carter, Louise
Halinar, Suzanne Parham, Vernon Schaffer, and Tom Wonder.

Sunday, November 2nd, is Gratitude Sunday. With gratitude to God for al He does through our church, we make our pledges to
support the church in 2009. Please place your pledge cardsin the baskets provided during communion. If you prefer you may send your
pledge card in the envelope we provided in your recent mailing.

IN'GoDp’s CARE

It is that time of year again. For anyone who is involved or wants to be involved with the youth, children or nursery Hiawassee United
Methodist Church is required to certify or re-certify you in Safe Sanctuary. Please plan on attending; it will be held on Sunday,
November 9th at 9:00am. Coffee & muffins will be served. We need you there!!!

Children's Worship Helper— See Katie Blair 706-896-3480***Infant's Room—See Carol McNeill 706-896-3025
WITHOUT YOUR HELP THIS IMPORTANT MINISTRY MIGHT NOT BE ABLE TO CONTINUE. Thank you for your willingness
to minister to the congregation and guests at Hiawassee United Methodist Church.

CHILI SUPPER — Our annual Chili Supper will be Friday, Nov. 14th. Tickets are $5.00 per person and includes chili, slaw, treat and
beverage. Invite a friend or tell a neighbor to join us. Tickets can be prepaid or you can pay at the door. Contact Winston Gregg or any
UMM member for more information.

Our Thanksgiving Fellowship Luncheon will be Sunday, November 16th. The turkeys have been provided by the
Fellowship Committee; they ask each of you to bring your favorite side dish to compliment the turkey.

SPECIAL THANKSGIVING SERVICE NOVEMBER 23rd. You will have the opportunity to share how God has
blessed you this year.

Please join usin decorating our church, Sunday, November 30th

at 5:00pm.

Bring your favorite finger food to share during atime of

Fellowship & games after Hanging of the Greens.

The Chrismon Tree will be decorated with the symbols from

Chrigtian history which refer to our Lord and Savior, Jesus

Chrigt. They tell the story of God's plan for our salvation that, i

through faith in Jesus Christ, we might all be restored to the
Father in a community of love, the Christian Church.

The Cross— Isareminder of our Lord’s saving work of redeeming mankind through His
sacrifice for our sins, thereby bringing forgiveness and salvation. Different forms of the
Cross may point to various aspects of Christ’s life and work.

Monograms, L etters and Words— The earliest monograms of our Lord are Greek letters.
Originally much of the New Testament was written in Greek because many of the first

missionary churches were Greek. e=l1D el y
There are various combinations of these monograms, symbols and crosses on our tree, but these EHK ISM
are the basic elements. All of the Chrismons used to decorate the tree are in white and gold to . | v
symbolize the purity and perfection, the majesty and glory of the Son of God.

MAY THESE SYMBOLS CONTINUALLY REMIND YOU OF GOD’'S GREATEST
GIFT TOUSALL,JESUSCHRIST.
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All 2008 contributions/pledges must be in church office on or before December 31st. Any monies received after the 31st will be
recorded as 2009 contributions as required by IRS regulations for churches.

Please continue using your numbered envelopes. Your contributions are recorded by envelope number assigned by the Financial
Secretary, Margaret Sawada. For new members, if you have not received your box of numbered envelopes, please call Margaret at
706-896-2818. Using envelopes provides privacy for you and ease of recording by our Financial Secretary.

Please continue using separate checks for your pledge/contribution for the operating budget and retirement. These two funds are in
separate checking accounts. A third check is needed if you are contributing toward a special offering or some miscellaneous account
such as flowers or altar fund. All of these checks can be put in your numbered envelope.

Again the Finance Committee wishes to thank all the church family for your generous support through prayers, deeds and contributions.
You ALL have made 2008 a good year financially for HUMC. Through your generous support, we have been able to meet our monthly
financial obligations toward budget and debt retirement and funding our Ministry programs.

We are looking forward to another good year in 2009 If you have any question concerning your contributions/pledges, please contact
Margaret Sawada, 706-379-1296.

It is the policy of Hiawassee United Methodist Church and the Board of Trustees that there be no thumb tacks, nails or adhesive
materials attached to any interior drywall surface, doorframes or any other painted surfaces. Any exceptions to this policy will have to
be pre approved by the Board of Trustee's.

Please donate your new or gently used (good condition) coats to RRISA (Refugee Resettlement and Immigration Services of Atlanta).
They are in need of children’s and adult size small coats for recently arrived and arriving refugees. You may bring these coats to the
church office. Deadline is Friday, November 21st.

“Operation Christmas Child”- Our goal is to collect 200 boxes. Katie will be giving instructions and ideas Sunday November 2nd and
9th. Deadline for the gift boxes is November 23rd. Please help our children/youth to meet this goal. For further information see Katie
Blair or call the office 706-896-2818.

Who gave milk to an enemy soldier and then killed him?
Who ordered the killing of infant boys in Bethlehem?

Who began renovating the Jerusalem temple around 19 B.C.?
What was George Washington's favorite book of the Bible?
Which gospel says that the child Jesus grew up strong?
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Bonus: The great river of Egypt is never named in the Bible, but is merely referred to as “the stream.”
What is the name of the river?



